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      ´I³m so excited, I just can³t wait!µ  ´I am just counting the days!!!µ  OR ´When will this be 

over? And I just can³t handle this anymore!µ  ´I can³t possibly go on another day!µ All these 

statements express our impatience with process, change, and waiting.  Yet process and 

change are what our lives are all about.  Nonetheless, we continually meet it with diffi-

culty and resistance.  We Miltons³ have had a serious dose of process, change, and waiting 

with our transition back to America.  Indeed, the sentiments above are all things that have 

been spoken from our lips this past year as change has been met with both excitement 

and repugnance in our family.  

 

      My comfort during this time has been that God has chosen process. Our Heavenly     

Father decided that gradual, step -by -step and day -by -day would be His way. We read in 

Genesis 1, ´On the first day...let there be light¦µ and He saw that the light was good. On 

days two and three He caused the waters to be separated and vegetation to spring forth, 

and he saw that it was good. Bit -by -bit, day -by -day the Lord³s creation unfolded. Over days 

four and five our Creator filled the expanses of heaven with sun, moon, and stars, and He 

filled the sea and the heavens with living creatures, and it too was good. Finally, on the 

sixth day, God brought forth living creatures to ²creep³ on the earth, and He made man in 

His image to have dominion over all the other creatures. After His gradual process of crea-

tion was complete, God saw everything he had made, and He declared it very good.  

 

      Bit -by -bit, day -by -day the Lord unfolded His wondrous creation in a glorious process.  

Even starting a day an - ending one doesn³t happen in a flash like a light switch. Instead, 

our caring, creative Father made sunrises and sunsets and array of clouds to dazzle us with 

the ever changing colors so that tourist destinations around the world are setup for the 

very best views of watching a new day begin and the same day to end. How marvelous a 

work is process! How good and kind and lovely is process?  

 

      Our good Lord could have also redeemed His people in a millisecond and said, ´done.µ  

Instead He chose thousands of years of history to unfold His marvelous story of rescue.  

God³s history includes gory wars, heartache and agony; horrendous natural disasters and 

the destruction of entire people groups. His history has his very own Son leaving heaven 

to become a man on this sinful planet, so he could live the perfect life and be the unblem-

ished sacrificial lamb that was foretold thousands of years before. His history includes uni-

maginable beauty and the most jaw dropping art and music, as well as the rise and fall of 

earthly kingdoms; bit -by -bit; day -by -day a story of His people unfolds throughout a long 

drawn out meta -narrative of which we all are a part.  

 

      Instead of resisting we should ask, ´What is the Lord teaching me?µ Whether you are 

challenged by the daily frustrations of life which rub and irritate and frustrate your plans, 

or if you are in the midst of, or recovering from, a serious life trial, we should be asking 

the Lord to use that life change to mold and shape us for our good and His glory.  Our 

move into our new home will eventually happen; we will eventually not live out of suit-

cases (can I get an Amen?!)!? But while we have the inconvenience of life lived on the go 

and out of bags, what can I learn about materialism, about being flexible, about trusting 

my Father in heaven with the unknown? For those in a more serious life situation, the 

process of your grief does not need to be rushed.                            (continued on next page)  

 



      New beginnings are here at First Presbyterian as we 
welcome a new senior pastor, a new school year, and 
new calendar of events for the year. With these come 
new opportunities to meet new people. People coming 
into our church is the same as people coming into our 
homes or place of business. We welcome them! 
 

      We are wearing our name tags again and that certainly helps! When 
meeting someone, please make eye contact and introduce yourself by 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ {ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΣ ά IƛΣ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΦέ !ƴŘ 
we never give our name. Be sure and give your name, and if they reply 
ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ άIƛΣ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΣέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
It's ok. 
 

      Just because you have met the person one or two times doesn't 
mean you don't have to introduce yourself again. You can go up to 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ άLϥƳ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψΦ LϥƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜ 
or I'm _____________. I met you Wednesday night. Would you tell me 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΚέ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
person will do the same. This is especially helpful to newcomers in our 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
 

      [Ŝǘϥǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ άDŜǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘέ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƳπ
mediately after church will help in this way as well. Take the time to get 
to know those new faces and connect with friends before heading out 
for the new week. 
 

      I suggest practicing at home with your children. Teaching them to 
introduce themselves is a healthy practice, especially with our church 
family. It builds confidence and shows love in the simplest of ways,   
especially when there's a smile    
involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS... 
 
Praise our Lord with singing!  You are invited to 
be part of the church choir, ages 7th grade 
through adult. Rehearsal is at 8:30 a.m. on Sun-
days until Sept. 10th then it will change to 4:30 
p.m. on Sundays. 
  
Officer nominations for the class of 2021 are 
open until Sunday, Sept. 10th. Nomination forms 
are available in the foyer and in the church office. 
  
Come one, Come all: The Mercy Ministry is hav-
ing a Bake & Take on Sunday, Sept. 10th. Please 
be at the YAC around 2:00 p.m. for directions to 
our home-bound members. Remember to bring 
your cookies in individual bags. 
  
Calling all visitors and out-of-town members:  
We invite you to lunch after the worship service 
on Sunday, Sept. 17th at the home of  Michelene 
and Charles McDougle. Please come and enjoy 
togetherness and a tasty meal!  

  
We will not  have supper or any activities on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4th due to fall break.  

  
Looking ahead: Fall Festival will be Sunday, Oct. 
29th. Would you like to help? Contact the church 
office at 794-3128 or Adam Comeens at        
adamcomeens@yahoo.com.   

Dear church family, 
 
    We are so appreciative of your faithfulness in 
praying for Ed, and for us, during his illness and 
death. Thank you for all of your kindnesses- cards, 
calls, texts, e-mails, flowers, and food. You brought 
us much comfort in so many ways. 
 

      While we are sad and heartbroken at our loss, we are comforted by 
the truth of God's words. Deuteronomy 31:6- "I will never leave you, nor 
forsake you."; Isaiah 41:10- "fear not, for I am with you, be not dismayed, 
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand."; John 14:3- " I have gone to prepare a 
place for you, that where I am you may be also."; Job 14:5- " Since his 
days are determined, the number of his months is with You; and his limits 
You have set so he cannot pass.";  Revelation 22:12- " Behold I am coming 
quickly". 
 

     Please continue to pray for us as we adjust to lives without Ed. He was 
a big presence and leaves a big space. 

  
God bless each of you and your families, 

 
   Gail, Edwin and Tracey, Amy and Andrew,  

David, Anna, James, John, Daniel, Holt, Mabel and Greta 

      Your heartache and healing will take 

time. But it isn't pointless; the Lord will use 

it day by day as He works in you, His child. 

In both situations let us ask Him, what do 

you want to teach me?  What do you want 

me to learn?  How can this process of life 

benefit my soul so I can be more like my 

Saviour?  

 

      Let us not hate process and change.  

Let us be patient with the Lord³s means, 

for it is His chosen way for His creatures.  

Bit by bit, day by day he molds us, changes 

us, transforms us more and more, degree 

by degree into His image (II Cor. 3:18).  Let³s 

embrace His means of change, though it 

can be wearying and we get impatient.  

Let us enjoy His process in our lives day -by - 

day, morning and evening because it is 

good.  

 

 

Jennifer Milton  

Manners Matter!  



S.S. 

 

Worship  

Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9/06    Spaghetti, Fried Chicken, 

Mashed Potatoes w/ Gravy, Green 

Beans, Field Peas, Rolls, Salad Bar, 

Peach Cobbler 

9/13     Meatloaf, Fried Chicken   

Fingers, Mac n Cheese, Green Beans, 

Coleslaw, Rolls,  Salad Bar, Marble 

Sheet Cake 

 

9/20    Baked Chicken, Chicken    

Fingers, Mashed Potatoes, Peas, 

Turnips, Rolls, Salad Bar, Apple  

Cobbler 

 
9/27     Hamburger Steak, BBQ 

Chicken , Mashed Potatoes,  Green 

Beans, Creamed Corn, Rolls, Salad 

Bar, Cake 

August 2017  
 

Total Revenue: 
$79,855 

 

Total Expenses: 
$98,574 

 

Net Total: 
($18,719) 

 
YTD 

 

Total Revenue: 
$741,882 

 

Total Expenses: 
$761,541 

 

Net Total: 
($19,659) 

 
Faith Promise YTD 

Giving: $90,585  
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1. Robert Slater, Tammy      
Freyberg, Cara Dennis, Levi 
Drake 

2. Carter King 
3. Dean Ohman, Christy      

Robeson 
4. Lana Pompa, Patrick OôDell, 

Preston Register, Shanelle 
Bradshaw 

5. Elise Peed 
6. Wynne Lewis, Crawford Crim 
7. Sue New, Robert Hambaugh, 

Kim King 
8. Mary Oliver Wright 
9. Anne Hughes 

10. Chip Bailey 
11. Braydon Harvin 
14. Charles Chapman, Jan      
      Cavell, Rick Key, Claire            
      Calderone 
15. Bobby Hughes, Derek       
      Freeman, Amelia Hogg 
16. Kenny Whatley 
18. Kate Cavell 
19. Calvin McClintock 
20. Mack Sheehan, Jon Vaughan,   
      Jim Holland, Kelly Windus,   
      Christpher Byard 
21. Hunter Skipper, Trent       
      Scarborough 

 
22. Rex Penuel, Mary Frances  
      Smith, David McClurkin,         
23. Daniel Hogg 
24. Dan Dymarkowski 
25. Heather Goldsborough,      
      Morgan Weeks 
27. Larry Dean, Gail Stephenson 
28. Dirk Smits, Watson Downs,  
       Hallie Register 
29. Paul Watts, Sr., Tom Smith 
30. Kitty Wainwright, Angela  
      Smith, Cecily Downey, Kate  
      Goldsborough 
 

Happy September Birthdays 


